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It was to Corsica that Hood proceeded after parting with
the Spanish fleet and revictualling at Elba, and it is interesting
to see what had been the history of that island since the
termination of the riots of 17901 Paoli had returned in a
blaze of triumph with the royal commission as lieutenant-
general, and Corsica had been regularly organized as a French
department, with the elaborate local institutions devised by the
Constituent Assembly. Nevertheless there remained the two
parties: the Paolists, who yearned for the entire independence
of the island, and the young Corsican party, led by Saliceti.
The situation became more and more acute during the year
1792; the Paolists managed to occupy all the most influential
posts in the local administration, and among others that of
commandant of the National Guard of Ajaccio, for which
Lieutenant Napoleon Bonaparte had been a candidate, and his
rejection had thrown him into the arms of the young Corsican
party and had made him an ardent supporter of the French
connection and of Saliceti. This most able man had
succeeded Arena as procureur-general-syndic of Corsica when
the latter was elected to the Legislative Assembly, but all his
efforts to strengthen the French party were in vain, and when
the election of deputies to the Convention took place, in
September, 1792, the Paolists caused the electoral assembly to
be held at Corte, their stronghold, and though they could not
prevent the election of Saliceti, they gave him, as colleagues, a
group of federalists, who all sat among the Girondins, and of
whom four, Andrei, Moltedo, Chiappe, and Casabianca, an ex-
officer of the royal navy, who was afterwards killed at the
battle of the Nile, signed the protest of the seventy-three In
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